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Value of Religions Conservatism 

That conservatism has a great and 
blessed function which many liberals are 
in danger of ignoring is maintained by Pro- 
fessor E. Albert Cook, of the Congregational 
College of Canada, in the Harvard Theo- 
logical Review for April. 

Conservatism is based upon two ruling 
tendencies. First, there is a tendency to 
cling to the old and the traditional for its 
own sake, without trying to distinguish 
how or where it conflicts with new dis- 
coveries and thoughts. An ancient system 
of doctrine, based on long experience and 
study, will be sure to contain much truth, 
even when that truth is taught and appre- 
hended in erroneous ways. Those whose 
money supports religious work are gen- 
erally conservative; and therefore the 
existing church machinery tends to be con- 
trolled in the interests of conservatism. 
The faithful, hard-working business man, 
who goes regularly to church, accepted his 
theology in his youth, and has had neither 
time nor training to change his views. He 
goes to church to worship, to be encouraged, 
comforted, or put to sleep, not to be in- 
structed in novel doctrines. 

In the second place, new ideas and doc- 
trines are rejected by the great mass of men 
just because of their newness and lack of 
prescriptive quality. There is a large 
probability that no new doctrine will be 
examined on its merits by the average man. 
The old has done well enough in its day. 
Why turn to something else? Sober, con- 
servative people are likely to be repelled 
by the character of many of the persons 
who readily accept new and untried views. 
There are thus very good reasons why con- 
servatives reject the newer forms of doc- 
trine. They know the old. They do not 
know the new. Moreover, those who 
represent the new are often oblivious to the 



moral and spiritual values of the old. Hence 
the new view, even if it be true, often has 
but little more in its favor than its truth. 
The weight of the existing social order is 
against it. 

As to practical deductions from these 
facts, there is danger that the honest liberal 
will not understand how to treat conser- 
vative people and their views. He must 
know how to establish the new, when it is 
true, without losing the value of the old. 
It is easier to tear down than to build up. 
He must be reminded that the strength of 
the church is not in its doubts but in its 
beliefs. Jesus always sympathized with all 
that was good in the traditional religion, 
and was very judicious in his efforts to 
change and reform the world. 

Is Christianity Aryan or Semitic? 

Under the above title Dr. K. C. Ander- 
son in the May number of Faith and Doubt 
seeks to show that advancing knowledge is 
breaking down the prevailing notion of the 
origin of the Christian religion. The popu- 
lar opinion is that Christianity is the child 
of Judaism, an opinion fostered by the fact 
that the New Testament is bound up with 
the Old as if it were an outgrowth of it. 
This opinion, so Dr. Anderson thinks, is 
giving way. 

True, the Catholic church adopted the 
older Scripture as its own but thereby only 
saddled itself with many difficulties. For 
the Hellenistic synagogues of the Diaspora 
interpreted the sacred writings of the Jews 
allegorically and were followed in this by 
the Gnostics. Controversy forced the 
church to adopt the literal method of inter- 
pretation, and this has ever since remained 
the official ecclesiastical method. The 
Hebrew people came to be regarded as 
providentially chosen from among the na- 
tions of the earth to be especially prepared 
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for the coming of Christ at the end of the 
age. But the providential purpose failed, 
since the Jews not only rejected the new 
religion which professed to fulfil their own, 
but have also persisted in that attitude for 
over nineteen hundred years. 

And now comes criticism to support the 
protest of the Jewish people and to set aside 
the notion of Christianity as an outgrowth 
of Judaism. For "Christianity as we know 
it is Pauline Christianity" and Pauline 
Christianity does not have its roots in the 
Old Testament. The " Christ " of the New 
Testament is Theos Soter; the Messiah of 
the Old Testament is never that. Both 
appear in the New Testament but nowhere 
reconciled; the former is essentially Aryan, 
the latter Semitic. 

Hence Western nations should remember 
that they are more allied to the great seers 
of India who wrote the Vedas and Upani- 
shads than they are to the priests and 
prophets of Israel. The Western world 
presents the curious spectacle of having 
shamelessly persecuted the Jew, while the 
latter has had his revenge by furnishing the 
persecutor as his spiritual food for centuries 
the crude conceptions of one of the later 
Semitic peoples about God. 

Yet not all of the Bible has come from 
Jewish thought. "The Fourth Gospel is 
saturated with Alexandrian philosophy," 
and Paul escaping from his bondage to 
Jewish rabbinism, derives from the great 
seers of the East his most spiritual concep- 
tions. So for the best parts of the New 
Testament. The indebtedness of the New 
Testament and Christianity to the Old Tes- 
tament and Judaism is only external; the 
characteristic ideas of the New Testament 
are Aryan, not Jewish. For the makers of 
Greek philosophy were likewise indebted 
to the spiritual ideas of the Far East. The 
Gnostics, who were the first Christians, were 
not Jews, but the most matured minds of the 
East, and they interpreted the Old Testa- 
ment allegorically, as symbol of truth. As 



the Catholic church became corrupt, losing 
touch with the spiritual truths of the higher 
life and coming under the influence of the 
virile and conquering barbarians, "it grad- 
ually adopted the literal method of inter- 
pretation, which we are now beginning to 
see is a total misunderstanding of Scripture." 
We give this abstract for what it is 
worth as a sample of ingenious historical 
dogmatism. The facts at the disposal of 
the author warrant few of his conclusions. 

Religion and Labor 

Under the above title a recent number 
of the Constructive Quarterly has a striking 
article by Arthur Henderson, M.P., written 
primarily with reference to conditions in 
England, but applicable also in large meas- 
ure to every civilized country and therefore 
of interest to American readers. 

British democracy is giving abundant 
evidence of new power and influence. Some 
are fearful lest it champion a program which 
shall involve opposition to Christianity, 
denial of the rights of private property, and 
disregard of the purity of family life. But 
those who know the new democracy most 
intimately are convinced that in spite of an 
apparent estrangement between the church 
and the people the latter's ideals are not 
fundamentally anti-Christian nor its spirit 
atheistic. 

The revolution in public thought about 
social problems will perhaps explain the 
attitude, at least in part. Men are coming 
at last to feel that the wreckage of human 
life through conditions destructive of happi- 
ness is inconsistent with the principles of 
Christian brotherhood. If the church con- 
tinues a merely passive, or negative, atti- 
tude toward this new yearning of democracy 
for a more complete life, then the present 
incidental estrangement may be calculated 
to develop into permanent hostility; but 
if, on the other hand, the church seeks to 
carry redemption into all social relation- 
ships by persistent endeavor to make this 
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world a better habitation for all, then 
democracy's confidence in the church may 
be restored and the forces of religion and 
labor may be brought into hearty co- 
operation. 

True, religious indifference would seem 
to be on the increase, if statistics of church- 
goers are to constitute the evidence of reli- 
gious experience. But in spite of the pessi- 
mistic spirit prevailing in some sections 
there are growing indications of a clearer 
recognition of their common interests 
between the forces of religion and democ- 
racy. The great brotherhood movement 
and the adult school movement are en- 
couraging signs, and lastly, the develop- 
ment of the idea of religion and labor by 
the introduction of meetings of a religious 
character, conducted by Labor members 
of parliament, is of the utmost significance, 
in that so many popular leaders should 
publicly acclaim their allegiance to Christ 
by enrolling as members of the Fellowship 
of His Followers, signing this declaration: 
"Jesus said, 'If any man come after me let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. ' Meaning so to follow him, I 
wish to be enrolled in the Fellowship of 
Followers." 

Thus the churches and organized labor 
are not only learning to understand each 
other better, but are recognizing more and 
more how much they need each other's 
assistance in the great task they have in 
hand. 

This closer co-operation will not only be 
the means of avoiding the deplorable and costly 
misunderstandings of the past, but will assist 
in securing that unity for social service which 
shall assist in bringing about a more perfect 
humanity. The combined efforts of these 
great forces in conjunction with the power of 
an all-conquering Christ shall transform indi- 
vidual existence, give it a new life, beautify the 
houses of our people, ennoble our cities, and 
assist in bringing in an era when the beatitudes 
may become the common rule and when the 
moral ideas of the Prophets are embodied in the 
ordinary habits of a contented people. 



The Dean of Social Service — Christian 
Evangelist 

Charles Stelzle has completed a decade 
of social service, as servant of the Home 
Board of the Presbyterian church. Stelzle 
has demonstrated that social service profits 
immensely by the use of religious sanctions 
and also that the church has a social function 
and must serve society as well as the indi- 
vidual, if it is going to fulfil its redemptive 
function in the world. His work has done 
much to change the point of view and 
method of home missions from that of plant- 
ing denominational missions to that of 
Christianizing the land. 

Mr. Stelzle's work may be summed up 
under three heads (i) church and labor; (2) 
social survey and church efficiency; (3) 
general social service propoganda. Social 
surveys are simply efforts to find out what 
the religious conditions of a given territory 
are, looking to an adequate comprehension 
of a church's work in its own field. Stelzle 
pioneered in the application of the survey to 
church work and through it has come a new 
ideal of church efficiency and an urging 
demand that it christianize its parish rather 
than merely build up a denominational body 
within it. 

Mr. Stelzle's own church has added 
departments of rural life and immigration. 
Other religious bodies are following suit and 
almost every great Protestant body has now 
some form of organized social service 
activity. Mr. Stelzle's colleague was a 
workman and he has naturally given himself 
more fully to the labor phase of social 
service. He reaches thousands through the 
regular issues of 350 labor journals and gives 
them straight religion. Mr. Stelzle has 
done more perhaps than any other man of 
the decade to demonstrate practical phases 
of social work and to cultivate an inter- 
denominational conscience. 

The Next Revision ol the Scriptures 

That we should make haste slowly in pro- 
ducing a new Revised Version of the Bible, 
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is the advice of Canon Glazebrook, writing 
in the May Contemporary Review. Our 
present revised versions, while in many 
respects improvements over the King James 
Bible, are manifestly tentative. As to the 
Old Testament, further and more exhaustive 
criticism of the Hebrew text is necessary 
before a translation acceptable to present- 
day science can be made. In the realm of 
the New Testament, the criticism of the 
Greek text has gone relatively farther than 
has the corresponding process in the Hebrew ; 
and the difficulties here are not mainly 
textual. A vast number of Hellenistic 
manuscripts and inscriptions, dating from 
300 B.C. to 600 a.d., have been recently 
excavated in Egypt and elsewhere; and 
these materials have revolutionized our con- 
ception of New Testament Greek. It now 
appears that the language of the New 
Testament, instead of being classical as was 
formerly supposed, is distinctly popular and 
commonplace, fitted to the mind of the 
masses rather than to the mental habits of 
the literati. Terms which were supposed to 
be peculiar to the Greek New Testament are 
now found to have been in common use. 
The newly discovered inscriptions throw 
light upon the meaning of many terms. In 
particular, the widespread and popular 
"mystery religions" had a technical phrase- 
ology which very likely explains many of the 
difficult passages in Paul's epistles. When 
the time for a new translation arrives, it is, 
in fact, Paul's writings which will present 
the great problem. 

Miracles and the Bible 

The futility of the modern endeavor to 
construct an expurgated, naturalistic Bible 
is the theme of Rev. J. A. Beaumont, in the 
June Nineteenth Century. The miraculous, 
the supernatural, the transcendental, he 
says, cannot be separated from the Bible by 
the scientist, leaving a residuum of history 
which can be interpreted in the light of 
ordinary, commonplace experience. For 
the supernatural is the element, or medium, 



in which the biblical history itself is trans- 
acted and presented. 

The method proposed for explanation of 
the miraculous element in the Bible is purely 
psychological: The human mind is supposed 
to be subject to a law of reaction between 
two different stages, in one of which it is 
immersed in the external universe, and in 
the other of which it is differentiated and 
set off in self-conscious distinction from the 
universe. Primitive and ancient men were 
more open than we are to the inrush and 
influence of the universal life. In modern 
times, analytical self -consciousness is almost 
a disease, shutting out the transcendental 
and turning away from the marvelous. 
This form of consciousness is normal to our 
present state of civilization; and it deludes 
us into ignorance of our spiritual limitations. 

Reuniting the Chnrch 

Under this head, Rev. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, of the First Baptist Church, 
Montclair, N.J., writes in the May North 
American on the growing and expanding sub- 
ject of church unity. This highly signifi- 
cant movement, he thinks, has all the force 
of a cosmic phenomenon. Nobody started 
it, and nobody can stop it. But we can all 
do our best to guide and control it. Democ- 
racy and science are the two master-powers 
which are compelling the churches into 
federation. 

Many of the issues which divide the sects 
are obsolete. Wrangling churches today 
are like football players who continue to 
scuffle after the ball has been carried down 
the field. The churches cannot much longer 
propagate in the foreign field a sectarianism 
which the pagan does not need, and which is 
more and more belated at home. 

The Protestant churches are doing much 
to answer the demands of the situation. 
Comity between the sects is being practiced 
on an increasing scale both at home and in 
the mission field. We should bear in mind, 
however, that unity has its dangers. Once 
there was one church organization and no 
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other; and that power, by exaggerating its 
authority, brought on the darkest days of 
Christian history. A chain-gang at lock- 
step is not God's idea of the communion of 
the saints. Four centuries ago, schism and 
sectarianism were the highroads to freedom. 
And today the claim that we must all think 
precisely alike is not the rallying-cry for the 
times; while the proposal that we all join 
one organization will only issue as did the 
Tower of Babel. 

The real unifier of the churches will be 
the task of creating enthusiasm for the 
establishment of a life on earth which it 
would be worth while to continue in heaven. 
In this task, the various creeds and denomi- 
nations will be like the wheels of a watch, 
going different ways, but co-operating in the 
common work of making the hands go 
round. 

Moral Evolution oi American 
Socialism 

Late developments in the American 
Socialist party suggest that the moral and 
spiritual phases of the movement are 
gradually triumphing over its materialistic 
forces. A year or two ago, it seemed as if 
the revolutionary ideas represented by 
"The Industrial Workers of the World," led 
by W. D. Haywood, were making great 
headway in the party. Haywood was 
elected a member of the National Socialist 
Executive Committee; and the Indianapolis 
convention which nominated Debs was to a 
considerable extent under Haywood's influ- 
ence. During the last year, however, 
Haywood has been "recalled" from the 
Executive Committee by a two-to-one vote 
of the dues-paying membership; and at a 
recent gathering of the National Committee 
in Chicago, sitting with the powers of a party 
convention, a Haywood motion to submit an 
amendment to the constitution of the party, 



striking out the clause against "sabotage," 
was defeated by a heavy vote. John 
Spargo and his section of the party are thus 
coming to a large influence. Indeed the 
Socialist party is cleaving into two wings on 
issues which involves non-economic issues. 
The two hold together as yet but are liable at 
any time to separate after the fashion of the 
Republican party. 

Healing in the Chnrch 

"Healing in the Church" was the topic 
of discussion in connection with the spring 
convocation of the Episcopal church at 
San Francisco. Rev. Thomas P. Boyd, 
the speaker, has been conducting the 
Emmanuel Institute of Health in San 
Francisco, an entirely independent institu- 
tion, in the hope of demonstrating that all 
the helpful forces of the universe, so far 
as they are available for mankind, are 
available in and through the church, and 
that when mental, moral, and spiritual 
harmony with God is established their 
physical health or wholeness follows as a 
necessary corollary in many cases. Mr. 
Boyd sends patients to a physician when 
he thinks it advisable . He uses no medicine. 
There is no taint of Christian Science or of 
the Home of Truth teaching, nor any de- 
nunciation of any agencies that help sick 
or mentally diseased people. Mr. Boyd's 
fundamental doctrine is the immanence 
of God. In the application of this doctrine 
Mr. Boyd has the consent and approbation 
of the bishops, though as yet without the 
official backing of the church. It is said 
this work is doing much to stop the tide 
setting toward Christian Science and the 
Home of Truth and is reestablishing the 
church in the minds of many who were 
slipping away. Steps are being taken 
to enlarge the work and make it more of 
an institution than the work of an individual. 



